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SUBJECT: PRESS COVERAGE OF AMBASSADOR STRAUSS PRESS 
CONFERENCE 

1 . SUMMARY. EUROPEAN MEDIA COVERAGE OF SPECIAL TRADE 
REPRESENTATIVE STRAUSS' JULY 1 1 JOINT BRUSSELS PRESS 
CONFERENCE WITH EUROPEAN COMMUNITY COMMISSIONER FOR 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS WILLY HAFERKAMP GIVES MOST ENCOURAGING 
VIEW OF MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS (MTN) SINCE 
SEPTEMBER 1973 START OF THIS GATT ROUND. SOME STORIES 
CONTAIN SMALL NOTES OF CAUTION REGARDING FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE. END SUMMARY. 

2. EC COMMISSION PRESS ROOM WAS EULL AND MEDIA COVERAGE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 07840 121641Z 

IS COPIOUS. TONE OF JOURNALISTS' REPORTS IS UPBEAT 
REGARDING RAPID MOVEMENT IN GENEVA, TYPIFIED BY 
THE GUARDIAN HEADLINE, QTE OPTIMISM SHINES ON US-EEC 
TRADE PACT TALKS UNQTE AND LONDON TIMES DESCRIPTION 
OF STRAUSS' QUOTE REMARKABLY OPTIMISTIC AND EBULLIENT 
ASSESSMENT UNQTE. 
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AMBASSADOR STRAUSS' TERMINOLOGY APPEARED IN FRANKEURTER 
ALLGEMEINE HEADLINE, QTE A SIGNIFICANT DAY IN THE TOKYO 
ROUND UNQTE, WHILE AGENCE EUROPE TITLED STORY, QTE 
IMMEDIATE RELAUNCHING OF TOKYO ROUND UNQTE. 

3. THIS POINT FURTHER EMPHASIZED BY CONTRAST. 

FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE SAID GENEVA NEGOTIATIONS, QTE 
WHICH HAVE BEEN STAGNATING FOR ALMOST FOUR YEARS, ARE TO 
BE VIGOROUSLY PUSHED AHEAD UNQTE. AFP REPORT SPOKE OF 
QTE A TIGHT CALENDAR UNQTE TO MOVE QTE THIS INTERMINABLE 
NEGOTIATION UNQTE TO FINAL STAGE. 

4. ALL ACCOUNTS EMPHASIZED EXPEDITED TIMETABLE FULLY 
AGREED BETWEEN STRAUSS AND EC COMMISSION. ALTHOUGH MOST 
QUOTES AND REFERENCES WERE TO STRAUSS, PRESENCE OF 
HAFERKAMP AT PRESS CONFERENCE AND HIS REMARKS WERE DULY 
NOTED. 

5. WITH MORE OR FEWER DETAILS, PRESS AND RADIO REPORTS 
OUTLINED FOUR PHASES OF NEGOTIATIONS FORESEEN FOR AUTUMN 
1977. REUTER, CBS RADIO, FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE, AND 
THERS STRESSED DECISION TO MOVE NEGOTIATIONS QUICKLY 
AHEAD WAS MOTIVATED BY NEED TO COUNTER RISING 
PROTECTIONIST PRESSURES. 

6. FINANCIAL TIMES, UPI, AND AFP MADE SPECIAL NOTE OF 
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STRAUSS STATEMENT THAT US WAS NOT SEEKING STRUCTURAL 
CHANGE IN EC COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY, AFP SAYING THIS 
DECLARATION MADE BY US QTE FOR THE FIRST TIME UNQTE. AT 
THE SAME TIME, THESE REPORTS LE FIGARO, AND OTHERS 
ESTIMATED AREA OF GREATEST DIFFICULTY IN NEGOTIATION 
WOULD BE AGRICULTURE. 

7. AS REGARDS EC MEMBER STATES' ATTITUDES TOWARD MTN, 
FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE SAID HAFERKAMP RECALLED LONDON 
MAY 1977 SUMMIT COMMITMENT, AND GUARDIAN STATED QTE IN 
THEORY, THE COMMISSION NEED NOT SEEK THE APPROVAL OF THE 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS FOR THE NEW TIMETABLE UNQTE. 

HOWEVER, BBC RADIO, WHICH LED MORNING WORLDWIDE SERVICE 
NEWS WITH REPORT OF STRAUSS-HAFERKAMP PRESS CONFERENCE, 
THOUGHT AGREEMENT ON EXPEDITED TIMETABLE MIGHT BE QTE 
IMPLICIT REBUKE, PERHAPS UNQTE TO FRENCH PRIME MINISTER. 
FINANCIAL TIMES SAID QTE IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER 
MR. STRAUSS'S OPTIMISM WILL BE SHARED BY ALL THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF THE NINE, AND IN PARTICULAR BY FRANCE 
UNQTE. LONDON TIMES THOUGHT QTE FRANCE'S ATTITUDE WILL 
BE CRUCIAL UNQTE. 
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8. FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE, AGENCE EUROPE, THE GUARDIAN, 

AND FINANCIAL TIMES EACH GAVE A PARAGRAPH TO STRAUSS 
STATEMENTS UNDERLINING CARTER ADMINISTRATION DETERMINATION 
TO EIGHT VAT COUNTERVAILING CASE THROUGH THE COURTS AND, 

IE NECESSARY, SEEK LEGISLATIVE RELIEE. HINTON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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